CHAPTER IX

THE FIGHT FOR TRUTH

After the Bharatavarshiya (of India) Brahmo Samaj
had been established, the party of Keshav carried their
work with hot enthusiasm. There was the Marriage Act
by which early marriage, the cause of the devitalization
of the Indians in no small degree, was sought to be
abolished, in spite of the religious sanction at the back
of it. Keshav brought out important pronouncements from
the leading medical men of the country and secured
their enthusiastic support. Rammohun had introduced
western education into this country with the sagacity and
farsightedness of a seer, when the question was mooted
as to whether education in this country should be on
oriental or occidental lines, although the Sanskrit system
of education never escaped his attention. Rammohun had
also begun the work of women's education, and now it
was Keshav's duty to extend women's education and place
them on a footing of absolute equality with men ; for
he realized that female education imparted in. right lines
would not produce mere blue-stockings, but intelligent and
cultured women, working with men as their help-meets
in the various walks of life. The Adi Samaj, though in
deep sympathy with women's cultural advancement and
the introduction of useful social reforms, was not prepared
to initiate any revolutionary measure and to face the
inevitable resistance from the conservative forces. It
preferred evolution to revolution and hence sought to put
restraint upon the youthful forward band of fearless
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